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BTO Surrey News  
The newsletter for BTO members and volunteers in Surrey  

Spring 2021 

Welcome to this newsletter for BTO members and volunteers in Surrey from the BTO Surrey 
Team.  We hope you are keeping safe and well and looking forward to the easing of Covid-19 
restrictions.  
 
Before sitting down to write this newsletter there was lots of chattering coming from a tree at the 
bottom of the garden.  On investigation there were about 20 Redwings collecting together.  This 
chattering sound is very different to their “seep” call and suggests that they will soon be on their 
way back to Scandinavia.  Sad in a way but yet another sign that spring is on its way.   
 

 
 

Redwing 

 
That sighting will be logged into BirdTrack and, later in this newsletter, there is an article about how 
easy BirdTrack is to use. There are also details of a BirdTrack training event (via Zoom) that you 
can attend.  We want to encourage many more members and volunteers to enter their bird 
sightings into BirdTrack and hope that the article and training will contribute to that encouragement. 
 
This newsletter also lets you know what the BTO Surrey team learned from the members’ and 
volunteers’ consultation run at the end of last year (thank you very much to those of you who 
responded) and how we are re-acting.  
 
Also in this newsletter Andrew Lockett has been analysing the Surrey results of the 2018/19 
English Winter Bird Survey and, as usual, we let you know the current position on surveys in 
Surrey – surveyors are still needed - and we advertise upcoming events.  We hope that the field 
events will be able to take place with the vaccination timetable progressing well and both infections 
and hospitalisations falling.   
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England Winter Bird Survey – summary for BTO Surrey area (by Andrew Lockett) 
 The EWBS took place between Dec 2018 and Mar 2019 with up to 4 visits being made to each 

1km grid square.  Although, primarily the survey was monitoring wintering farmland birds, the 

BTO decided to extend the survey to all the 1 km squares in England which are survey squares 

under the Breeding Bird Survey (BBS). Accordingly any Surrey BBS square could be chosen 

for this survey whether or not the square actually included any farmland. 

 A total of 51 grid squares were surveyed with a total of 167 visits being made. Most squares 

had 3 or 4 visits.  22 had 4 visits, 23 had 3 visits, 4 had 2 visits, 2 had only 1 visit. 

 You probably won’t be surprised to hear that Woodpigeon was the most frequently observed 

species, being present on 166 of the 167 visits (where were they on that one missing visit?!) 

 

Top 15 species by presence:  Species seen only on a single visit 
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 The survey also recorded the counts observed for each species on each visit. Again 

Woodpigeon wins on sheer abundance (with a total of 4,955 being counted across all the 

visits). However other flocking winter visitors such as Redwing and Fieldfare make it on to the 

top 15 list, although most were largely gone back to more northern climes by the fourth visit in 

March.  Other all-year-resident gregarious birds like Jackdaw, Carrion Crow, Starling and 

House Sparrow feature heavily: 

 

 

Woodpigeon were very common  

 

 

 

 

 

Surveys taking place this spring/summer 
 
As long as the Covid-19 restrictions are lifted in accordance with the current “roadmap” then the 
following surveys will be taking place this summer: 
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The Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) 
 
Although the main survey period is from September through to March, it is possible to carry on with 
this survey throughout the year. A few more sites have been taken on by surveyors, since the last 
newsletter, but there are still sites looking for surveyors.  The skill needed is to recognise birds by 
sight. If you want to have a look at a map in order to find out which sites are vacant then please go 
to the WeBS page of the BTO site by following this link: 
https://app.bto.org/websonline/sites/vacant/vacant-sites.jsp#region=102.   
 
Alternatively you can go to the BTO Surrey website and look at the current list of vacant sites on 
the WeBS page (under Surveys). If you do not have access to a computer (and you do not need to 
have a computer to carry out the survey as you can fill in paper forms), please contact the Local 
Organiser (Penny Williams) directly. Contact details are at the end of this newsletter. 
 
The Breeding Bird Survey and Waterways Breeding Bird Surveys (BBS & WBBS) 
 
These surveys run between April and 
June with two visits required to the 1 
km square (BBS) or waterway (WBBS) 
within that period. You do need to be 
able to recognise common birds by 
sight and sound. If you are not quite 
sure whether you are up to this survey, 
why not join the BBS training provided 
by the Surrey team on Saturday 27th 
March (details on page 11 of this 
newsletter). 
 
Andrew has worked his magic on the 
BTO Surrey website and view a map of 
all the Surrey BBS squares by visiting: 
https://www.btosurrey.co.uk/bbs-
map/. 

 
Long-Tailed Tits are often recorded in BBS squares 

 
You can therefore easily see the location of a square and also see whether or not a square needs a 
surveyor. If you are interested in taking part, please contact the Regional Organiser for these surveys 
(Penny Williams) directly. Contact details are at the end of this newsletter. 

 
The Woodcock Survey 
 
Penny Williams took over responsibility for this survey last year and managed to recruit some more 
surveyors meaning that the number of sites still needing coverage has gone down quite a lot.  
 
However there are still some sites 
looking for surveyors (see opposite) so, 
if you could help, please contact Penny 
directly. 
 

You only need to be able to identify 
Woodcock.  You stand at a designated 
point (the CountPoint) 15 minutes  

CountPoint Onekm Site Name 

SU812417 SU8141 Alice Holt Forest 
SU997305 SU9930 West of Plaistow 

TQ127504 TQ1250 W of Ranmore Common 

TQ132437 TQ1343 Leith Hill 
TQ287543 TQ2854 Marling Glen Wood at Boors Green 
TQ392403 TQ3940 S of Lingfield 

before sunset and record how many Woodcock fly over in the following 75 minutes. 
 
It is a lovely time of day to be out hearing the evening chorus. At the finish time you might start 
hearing owls especially young Tawny Owls.  It is worth learning their call. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4A6ZvlFU5-M 

 

https://app.bto.org/websonline/sites/vacant/vacant-sites.jsp#region=102
https://www.btosurrey.co.uk/bbs-map/
https://www.btosurrey.co.uk/bbs-map/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4A6ZvlFU5-M
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The Heronries Census 
 
Breeding numbers of Grey Herons have been 
continuously monitored by the BTO since 1928, 
making this the longest data set of any British bird. 
Covid-19 restrictions imposed during spring 2020 
meant that many surveyors were unable to visit 
occupied heronries across the UK, causing a break 
in this long-term study 
 
Hopefully this year most surveyors will be able to 
visit their sites. 
 
Surveyors visit a known heronry during the spring 
to count the nests of Herons and Little Egrets 

 
In Surrey there are a few sites that need covering 
(see opposite).   
 
If you can help please contact the Regional  

Site Name Grid Ref 

Beechy Wood, Norbury Park TQ159529 

Highwood, Munstead Park, Godalming SU997432 

Stanley Pool, Pirbright SU928564 

Organiser for this survey Ray Phillips 
(contact details at the end of this newsletter) 
 

Warren Pond, Hampton Park SU908460 

 
Breeding Waders of Wet Meadows 
 
This is the survey that was due to take place last year but was postponed until this spring.  The 
BTO has provided a map on its website and you can look at the map to see where the sites are 
that still need a surveyor https://app.bto.org/bwwm/map/request-site.jsp?%40=1.   
 
Here is a screenshot of what the Surrey area 
map looks like. If you zoom in to the map, using 
the link above, you can see the precise location 
of the site and how big the site is. 
 
Yellow and Blue pins mean the site needs a 
surveyor (yellow being a higher priority site). 
 
To get involved in this survey you need to be 
able to identify Lapwing, Curlew, Snipe, 
Oystercatcher and Redshank by sight/sound 
and recognise display/territorial behaviour.  
 
You also need to be able to identify simple 
habitat management features and record basic 
ground conditions within your site 
 
If you would like to get involved there are two 
ways and please do if you can: 
 
1. You can send an email to the Regional 
Organiser Allan Goddard via the BTO’s map by 
clicking on the site you would like to survey on 
the website 
or 
2. You can contact Allan directly (contact details 
at the end of this newsletter). 

 

https://app.bto.org/bwwm/map/request-site.jsp?%40=1
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  Non-BTO Surveys 

Nightingales and Turtle Doves in Chiddingfold 
Forest (SBC & SOS) 
 
This is another survey postponed from last year.  
Surrey Bird Club and Sussex Ornithological 
Society, in conjunction with the Forestry 
Commission, are going to be surveying 
Chiddingfold Forest this spring and summer.  The 
survey dates are 26th April to 23rd July with a 
particular emphasis on Nightingales and Turtle 
Doves (although surveyors will be asked to look 
for a few other species of interest as well such as 
Spotted Flycatcher).   The Surrey survey 
organiser is Steve Chastell and there are still a 
few sites that need covering.  
 

 

 
Spotted Flycatcher  

If you are interested please contact Steve directly. Steve’s email address is 
surrey.recorder@btinternet.com. 

 

Turtle Doves in Surrey (RSPB) 
 

 

The RSPB is running a countrywide Turtle Dove survey with some sites in Surrey. The timing for this 
survey is slightly different to the SBC/SOS one.  The first visit is between 11th May and 20th June 
with the second visit between 21st June and 31st July. Visits are to be made between sunrise and 
9:00am.  If you are interested the RSPB website has the detailed survey instructions and a map 
showing the available sites (you can choose a survey square too 
https://national-turtle-dove-survey-rspb.hub.arcgis.com/pages/take-part . 
 

Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) for Farnham.  

 
Please supply your bird records across the Farnham area to support this project by entering the 
records into BirdTrack.  The Farnham BAP is focused on an area that encompasses the Farnham 
Town Council local area, mainly GU9 and GU10, or a rectangle that stretches from Grid reference 
SU7942 in the southwest to SU8850 in the north east. Any records that you can enter for your 
garden, sightings on local walks or in local green spaces, would be really helpful. If entered into 
BirdTrack, the BAP will get the results as the Surrey County Bird Recorder has kindly agreed to 
share periodic extracts with BAP.  In this way the BAP can use the records to populate their own 
‘Heat Map’ of biodiversity across Farnham and support action plans. If you are interested in helping 
develop the BAP or have any questions, BAP would love to hear from you (contact details below)  
 
The BAP is also hoping to make progress on an Action Plan for swifts in Farnham. The BAP is 
aware of a number of clusters across Farnham town but there may be other nest sites. If you would 
be interested in helping with this project, and/or you are aware of nest sites, please get in touch: 
Contact details are: email: contact@farnhamBAP.org.uk.  
 
Information on nest sites should include: 
Your name and contact details  
Location – grid reference or full postcode 
Type of site – eg, your house, a neighbour’s house, public or office building 
Type of nest site – eg, holes in the building, nest box 
Believed number of nests from last year 
Whether you would be happy to survey the site for the BAP this year (if you reply yes, thank you 
from BAP – they will get back in touch about the survey approach). 

mailto:surrey.recorder@btinternet.com
https://national-turtle-dove-survey-rspb.hub.arcgis.com/pages/take-part
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The BTO Surrey survey to learn more about you 
 
The team ran this survey in order to find out what the Surrey members and volunteers would like 
the BTO Surrey team to provide. Nearly 150 members and volunteers responded which was 
fantastic. First of all here is a breakdown of how those responding are involved in surveys. 

. 
This answer told us how you would like any training to be carried out: 

 
77 of those who responded would like to meet other members/volunteers.  Here is how they would 
like to meet with others: 

 
Most of the “Other” responses made no alternative suggestions for “meeting up”. 
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As a result of this consultation we found out about the Farnham Bio-Diversity Plan (detailed on 
page 6) and we have had a team meeting to discuss the responses.   Although we organised an 
afternoon networking event at East Horsley Village Hall a few years ago, it does appear that the 
majority of respondents would prefer to meet up on field trip or as part of a small group. At present 
restrictions prevent more than six people meeting up. Once it looks like the “roadmap” is running to 
timetable we will try to arrange a BTO Surrey field trip. In the meantime Surrey Bird Club has 
timetabled some field trips starting from April and details are on page 11. 
 
So far as improving skills was concerned, the majority of respondents were looking for online 
training. As a result of this, our BTO Surrey website now contains links to lots of training videos. 
https://www.btosurrey.co.uk/training/ 
 
In addition you are invited to join online training on BirdTrack and the BBS survey. Details page 11. 
 
BirdTrack (by Penny Williams) 
 
Despite the upheavals associated with the Coronavirus, 2020 was notable for BirdTrack with a 
22% increase in the number of people submitting records compared to 2019. In total over 7.5 
million sightings were logged over the year. These data will be invaluable to county recorders, as 
well as for national and international research, and have contributed daily to EuroBirdPortal – an 
exciting project mapping bird movements across Europe in near real-time. The BirdTrack team at 
the BTO says thank you to everyone who contributed their sightings last year hoping this year will 
bring more normality. 
 
Remember the County Recorder relies heavily on BirdTrack records and these feed into the annual 
printed Surrey Bird Reports so any contributions you make are really relevant.  Please also 
remember that BirdTrack is free and you can either enter data through your PC or through your 
phone.  Via your PC, as well as entering bird sightings, you can also enter dragonfly, damselfly and 
mammal sightings.  Soon this is going to be widened to include butterflies, reptiles and 
amphibians, and orchids next spring. A key part of adding these new categories is to ensure the 
records flow through to the relevant recorders.  
 
Why not make 2021 the year you look to add extra information to your BirdTrack records, such as 
breeding evidence or plumage details? You could also set yourself a challenge of doing more 
complete lists or surpassing the number of records you added last year.  The Surrey BTO team 
and the Surrey County Recorder really want to encourage more BirdTrack entries. 
 
January’s list, from the BTO, of Surrey members and volunteers that I have been sent contained 
955 names.  384 have registered with BirdTrack since 2004 but, of those, 123 had entered no data 
and a further 65 fewer than 10 entries.  However let’s look at some positives – one person has 
entered 128,949 records and clearly imported some of his old records, as his data goes back to 
1983 (before BirdTrack existed).  The County Recorder does, as he asks, and has entered over 
63,000 records in BirdTrack and another 3 recorders have over 44,000 records each. 
 
Timeliness 
The County Recorder normally downloads the records 2-3 months in arrears.  Although he carries 
out a final “sweep” later on, it is much easier for him if the data is there in the initial download, so 
please try to get your entries in within 2 months.  Of course, if you use the phone app, while you 
are out and about, then it is done before you get home and you never have to worry about it again. 
 
Sites 
When I started using BirdTrack – back in 2005 – creating a site was not that easy and had to be a 
1km, 2 km or 10km square.  Now you can map your site as an area or at a particular point or as a 
walk.  This sounds complicated but the BTO has issued some really helpful YouTube videos that 
lead you through the process including mapping.  I have just watched all the videos again – found 
here - https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLFFgJk1PU_BPJMrDbi6JFi3mJnywZxGmt  

http://www.btosurrey.co.uk/
https://eurobirdportal.org/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLFFgJk1PU_BPJMrDbi6JFi3mJnywZxGmt
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Here are a few helpful tips/reminders that I picked up:   

1. When creating a site try clicking on Popular Places (top left in the screenshot below).  You 
may find the site is already there. Recently the County Recorder has liaised with BirdTrack in order 
to create more Popular Places such as Tice’s Meadow and Holmethorpe.   
 

 

 
 
 
Here is an example of 
what you see on 
screen if you click on 
one of the Popular 
Places – they are 
shown in red – and 
then you can use the 
place as a site without 
having to map it 

 
2. If you do not use a Popular Place please make sure that you use an appropriate site name 
with a grid reference e.g. Horsell Common S of Coxhill Gn - SU9860.  Do not reveal sensitive 
information such as your actual address e.g. 123 Fake Street or Golden Eagle nest.  Make the 
location identifiable not just e.g. 'Home''.  Also check on My Places (top left on the map on the 
screenshot below) to make sure you have not created the site already.   
 
3. You can enter a new place while adding records 

 
 
4. It is very easy editing a site map or site name.  I have done this for the first few sites I 
created, where the site was shown as a 10 km square, so that the site now reflects where I 
collected the records. 
 
Entering Records. 
5. Records are much more useful for the County Recorder if you say how many of each 
species you saw rather than just tick that the species was present.  If there is a large number you 
do not have to be precise but can say “c” for approximately’ or “+” for more than. 
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6. As well as 
showing the count, 
you can provide 
other info as shown 
here.  Please do 
provide breeding 
evidence – if there 
is any – such as 
singing male, 
carrying nest 
material. 
 
When adding the 
data you can 
upload a photo too. 
 
7. After submitting 
your records you 
will find there are 
check boxes 
allowing you to edit 
that particular 
entry, add more 
records for that or 
another site or 
return to the Home 
Page 

 

 
Using your phone 
 

8. The BTO have not provided a YouTube video yet 
– there is supposed to be one on the way - but I 
found this video which is quite useful.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfCPT0uAmvg 
 
This is what the screen looks like when you start 
entering records.  As you can see, when you start 
typing the species name, a list appears, and you 
can select the appropriate species without having 
to type the full name.  The arrow on the left of the 
species name allows you to enter more info such 
as breeding evidence. 
 
Under the Visit tab you select the site (although you 
can select the maps icon at the bottom of the 
screen – hidden by the keyboard in this photo – 
press the orange button for your site – press add 
record here) and put in the start time.  When 
finished add the finish time. 
 
9. When I started I could not work out how to 
upload the records.  You do this by clicking on my 
lists – at the bottom of the screen – and then 
pressing the upload button. 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfCPT0uAmvg
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10.  It is useful to practise at home.  You can easily create some records as tests and then 
delete them rather than upload them.  In IOS swipe left – in Android do a long press on the visit 
- and an option to delete will appear. 
 
11. If you need to you can edit the records on your PC at home after uploading them.  For 
example, to add mammals or butterflies as that option is not currently available via the App. 

 
Other information to come on BirdTrack 
Why not attend the Zoom training session to learn more (see below for more information). 
 

Learning more about Birds and Training 
 
Tuesday 30th March 2021 BirdTrack training 7.00–8:30 pm via Zoom 
the BTO have kindly agreed to give training about BirdTrack. The talk will cover a basic 
introduction to what BirdTrack is, how to add a record via the website and how to use the App. The 
talk will also cover looking at your own records and Recent Sightings to see what is in your area. 
To register for this event please email Ray Phillips (contact details at the end of this newsletter). 
 
Saturday 27th March at 10 am (approximately three hours) via Zoom 
Penny Williams will be running some online training about how to undertake the BBS survey. This 
training will include a break to allow for a short local walk to have a practise. If you are not sure 
whether you would be able to participate in the BBS survey, why not join this training session to 
learn more. Numbers will be limited so please contact Penny directly if you would like to book a 
place (contact details at the end of the newsletter). 
 
Surrey Bird Club field trips 
 
You do not have to be a bird club member to come along although members get priority with non-
members initially being placed on the reserve list. 
These field trips will only take place if the current lockdown restrictions are lifted allowing small 
groups to meet.  Attendance on a field trip is only possible if you are allocated one of the available 
places so please apply for a place by emailing Ed Hilton the Field Meetings Officer 
(fieldmeetings@surreybirdclub.org.uk ) stating how many places you want to book and supply an 
emergency contact number. Alternatively you can phone Ed (07793 025503).  
 
Sunday 18th April 2021 Holmethorpe 
Meet at 9 am at the AquaSports Centre, Mercers Country Park, at the east end of Mercers Lake. 
(RH1 4EU TQ301517).  If the gate to Mercers Country Park is open, it is accessed from Nutfield 
Marsh Road. However, if it is still locked at 9 am, park at the west end of Mercers Lake, along 
Holmesdale Avenue, and walk the 10-15 minutes along the southern edge of Mercers Lake, to get 
to AquaSports.  Co-Leaders Ian Kehl and Gordon Hay. 
 
Sunday 23rd May 2021 Beddington Farmlands  
Meet at 9.30 am outside Hackbridge Railway Station (London Rd, Hackbridge, Wallington SM6 
7BJ).  Travel by train or parking available in nearby residential roads.   
Leader Andy Harding (07710 867743) 
 
Saturday 19th June Chobham Common Nightjars  
Meet at 8 pm Jubilee Mount Car Park (off Staple Hill Road) Grid Ref SU972645 
Main Leader Penny Williams. 
 

Suggested Reading 

The BirdTrends report (just published) 
This report is a one-stop shop for information about the population status of familiar breeding birds 
across the UK. The report also includes information on breeding performance and survival for a 

mailto:fieldmeetings@surreybirdclub.org.uk
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Website: www.btosurrey.co.uk 
Contact details: 

Regional Representative  Penny Williams   Email: penny@btosurrey.co.uk 
Tel: 01276 857736  Address: Bournbrook House, Sandpit Hall Road, Chobham, GU24 8HA 
Regional Ambassador  Debbie Hodges   Email: debbie@btosurrey.co.uk 
Regional Organiser (Herons) Ray Phillips  Email: ray@btosurrey.co.uk 
Regional Organiser (BWWM) Allan Goddard  Email: allan@btosurrey.co.uk 
Garden BirdWatch Ambassador Peter Almond  Email: peter@btosurrey.co.uk 
Regional Ambassador   Andrew Lockett  Email: andrew@btosurrey.co.uk 
responsible for Website and mapping 
All photos supplied by the BTO - taken by Liz Cutting, Allan Drewitt and Edward Fellowes 

subset of the species, monitored through BTO’s avian demographic schemes – Nest Record 
Scheme and Ringing Scheme. The report covers 121 species and is based on data gathered by 
the many thousands of volunteers who contribute to BTO-led surveys, highlighting the changing 
fortunes of UK birds.  Here is a link to the report www.bto.org/birdtrends. 
 
You can feel proud 
Dr Rob Robinson, lead author on the report, said, “The annual data gathered by our volunteer 
recorders, and which are summarised in this report, enable us to keep a close eye on a wide array 
of our bird species, highlighting when they are in trouble and providing the evidence needed to 
show whether conservation action has turned things around. The massive volunteer effort 
harnessed through a wide range of schemes is critical to conservation, identifying problems, 
helping to diagnose causes, and assessing the solutions. All of the volunteers involved should feel 
very proud of their contribution." 
 
The Preliminary Report on the 2020 Breeding Season (just published) 
How did species fare in 2020? It has been suggested that birds may have benefited from the 
reduction in human activity across most of the British and Irish countryside in the spring and 
summer. While some birds that are particularly prone to disturbance, such as coastal waders and 
terns, prospered at some sites, the evidence generated by Constant Effort Site (CES) ringers 
suggests that it was actually a poor breeding season for many of our smaller birds.     
  
The spring was one of the warmest on record but, perhaps counter-intuitively, this was not 
necessarily good news for all bird species, as Lee Barber, the BTO’s Demographic Surveys 
Officer, explains. “The results from our ringers show that the average number of juvenile Blue and 
Great Tits caught per adult was lower in 2020 than in any other year since the survey began 
almost 40 years ago.” 
  
Ringers were not the only group of BTO volunteers to record a dearth of tit species in the UK 
during 2020, according to Garden Birdwatch (GBW) Development Officer Rob Jaques. 
“Participants in the BTO’s Garden BirdWatch survey reported Blue and Great Tits from fewer 
gardens than average during the summer. Data from CES ringers suggest adult numbers were 
higher than average in 2020, so the drop in GBW observations mostly likely reflects the poor 
breeding season.” 
  
On a more positive note, some of our summer visitors fared well in 2020, with the numbers of 
some returning migrant birds being well above average.  
The full report can be read here: 
https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/ringing-scheme/ringing-surveys/constant-effort-sites/ces-
results/preliminary-1. 
 

Contributions to this Newsletter please 
 
We would love to include an article or two from BTO surveyors giving a surveyor’s perspective on 
carrying out a survey to encourage involvement.  Contact us if you can write such an article. 
 
If you know of any events of interest to birders in Surrey and the surrounding area please also let 
us know.  This newsletter is published twice a year – Spring and Autumn – but we can also let our 
members and volunteers know by e-mail if the event does not fit in with the newsletter publication. 

mailto:debbie@btosurrey.co.uk
mailto:ray@btosurrey.co.uk
mailto:allan@btosurrey.co.uk
mailto:peter@btosurrey.co.uk
mailto:andrew@btosurrey.co.uk
http://www.bto.org/birdtrends
https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/ringing-scheme/ringing-surveys/constant-effort-sites/ces-results/preliminary-1
https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/ringing-scheme/ringing-surveys/constant-effort-sites/ces-results/preliminary-1

